KRISTIN ASBJØRNSEN’s long-awaited spirituals album:
”Wayfaring stranger – a spiritual songbook” 
Jostein Ansnes  - guitars, lapsteel, vocals

Jarle Bernhoft - guitars, vocals
Anders Engen - perc, piano

September 25th saw the Norwegian release of Kristin Asbjørnsen’s first solo-album on Emarcy/Universal, based on Kristin’s interpretations of African-American Spirituals. 
The album as well as the extended release-tour in Norway was met with outstanding reviews and the album received a Norwegian Music awards nomination (eq to Grammy). 
The album has already sold to gold in Norway, which is very exceptional; being a non-commercial album. Spring 2007 will see the European release of “Wayfaring stranger – a spiritual songbook”.
About Kristin
The last years Kristin’s song has been causing euphoria among reviewers and audiences. 
Her trademark sound is rich with contrasts and dynamics, with strong melancholy and a feisty devilish energy. 
Featured on a number of album releases, as well as a series of tours in Europe, Kristin has focused mainly on work with her ensembles Dadafon and Krøyt where her own compositions play a core role. Kristin has won several national Music Awards and the last year Kristin has made her international debut as a film score composer for the American movie “Factotum”, based on a novel by Charles Bukowski. 
About the songs
16 years ago Kristin inherited a great number of relatively unknown spirituals from the Afro-American singer Ruth Reese. 

African-American spirituals are religious folksongs, passed down in the oral tradition by African slaves in the US, from the beginning of the 17th century.  

Kristin says:
“I was immediately touched by the richness of these songs. I was humbled and, at the same time, felt an urge to find my own way into the songs. This process moved me strongly – as a young singer and improviser – and created an important base for all I have done since.  

The African-American spirituals are existential expressions of life: songs of longing, mourning, struggling, loneliness, hopefulness and joyful travelling. 

Just as the spirituals were originally used to transcend the narrow limits of slavery, I experience over and over again that the songs touch upon our struggles of modern life, our own quests for personal freedom, movement and protection. 
These songs touch me personally because they, through their open, repetitive words and melodies, give me access to a place where I feel included and embraced. These are songs both to lean on and to take nourishment from.  They are about holding and being held. 

The songs are most of all beautiful and important to me, they are sacred songs I want to express from my musical point of view today.” 








www.kristinsong.com
About the album

Over the years, the arrangements have varied. Kristin worked with acclaimed pianist Tord Gustavsen up till 1998, before including selected spirituals in Dadafon`s early repertoire. 
In recent years, Kristin has, along with her musicians Jostein Ansnes, Jarle Bernhoft and Anders Engen, turned towards a more acoustic guitars- and vocal harmony-based sound. 
The songs were recorded live in the same room, resulting in a both quiet, very groovy and direct album. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Press cuttings about “Wayfaring Stranger – a spiritual songbook” :

“Kristin Asbjørnsen interprets the material on its own terms, performing songs with unrivalled passion, presence and character. Recommended cuts: All of them.” Verdens Gang, 6/6

“She lives the material, conveying power, hope and a whole that sends deep shivers down the spine.” Østlendingen, 6/6

“A powerful, mesmerising beautiful record that grabs hold of you from the moment the first tenderly warm note strikes its first raw nerve.” Dagsavisen, 6/6

 “Her interpretations are so finely rendered, so tender and powerful they almost cause pain. The feeling is of being held in an embrace, following lines of history and of arriving in a safe haven. Held by Asbjørnsen’s warm yet keenly textured vocals and the metallic timbre of the guitar, these African-American spirituals come with a keen intimacy that both moves and stuns.,, If anything is going to get roots back into the charts or on the radio, this has to be it. Here is music which promises milk and honey, regardless of your preferred route to eternity.”
Dagens Næringsliv

“As a singer she opts out of the traditional Baptist approach to these folk songs, improvising instead with her characteristic, grittily tremulous voice. She lends enormous range of emotion to the simplicity of the songs, from an intimate lullaby whisper to a grinding rock vocal.” Aftenposten, 6/6

“So powerful, tender and fragile it brings a listener emotionally that step closer to sheer heaven.”
Bergens Tidende, 6/6

“Anyone who remains untouched by its message must carry a heart of stone.” Sone 2, 6/6

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Kristin’s Discography:

Kvitretten (Kristin’s vocal quartet from 1995-2000): ”Voices” (Curling Legs, 1996)

Krøyt: ”Sub”  (Curling Legs 1997)

Coloured Moods ”Coloured Moods”  (Rim Records, 1998)

Kvitretten: “Everything turns” (Curling Legs, 1999)

Krøyt “Low” (Bp, 1999)

Krøyt “Body Electric” (MNW, Ep 2001)

Dadafon : “And I cant stand still” (Rim Records, 2001)

Krøyt “One heart is too small” (MNW, 2001)

Kvitretten: “Kloden er en snurrebass som snurrer oss” (Curling Legs 2002)

Dadafon: Release Me (Via Music, 2002)

Dadafon: “Visitor” (Via Music 2002)

Dadafon: “Harbour” (Emarcy, Universal 2004)

Dadafon: “Lost Love Chords” (Emarcy, Universal 2005)
Factotum: Movie (US/Norway – IFC Films 2005)
Factotum Soundtrack “Factotum” (Milan Music, France/USA 2006)

Kristin also appears on numerous album releases,  among them  Ketil Bjørnstad’s ”A seafarer’s song” (Universal 2004).                                          www.kristinsong.com
