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About the movie:

Based on the life of American cult favourite writer Charles Bukowski – and on his quasi-autobiographical novel of the same name – Factotum is the story of a man living on the edge; of a writer who is willing to risk everything to make sure that his life is his poetry. Henry Chinaski works in factories and warehouses to support what he really wants to do: drink, bet on the horses, take up with women as rootless as he is and, above all, write stories that no one wants to publish. 

Factotum is an US/Norwegian co-production by director Bent Hamer and producer Jim Stark. The movie starring actors like Matt Dillon, Marisa Tomei and Lili Taylor. 


The film's music is composed by the Norwegian singer Kristin Asbjørnsen. 
She performs the music together with her band Dadafon, plus Tord Gustavsen (piano), Jarle Bernhoft (guitars) and Øyvind Brandtsegg (vibraphone) among others. 
Both the movie and Kristin’s score has had a lot of international praise and Factotum was selected for the Cannes Film Festival 2005. Factotum is Kristin’s soundtrack debut. 

 Factotum is currently released in US, distributed by IFC Films. Kristin’s soundtrack album is released simultaneously with the movie in the US.

The record is released on the French/American label MILAN RECORDS (www.milanrecords.com). 

The Soundtrack:

The music is both acoustic and rich in sonic complexity. Layered over Asbjørnsen's magical, sad and poignant music, she performs two poems by Bukowski: "Slow day" and "I wish to weep."
 The soundtrack also contains two more songs based on poems by Bukowski: "My Garden" and "If you're going to try".
The poems are taken from the book “What matters most is how well you walk through the fire.”
About Kristin:
The last years Kristin’s song has been causing euphoria among reviewers and audiences and Kristin is one of the leading singers in the Scandinavian jazz scene. 

Known for her distinct approach to song-writing, Kristin’s roots lies in both the singer / songwriter tradition and the groove-based world music. Her trademark sound is rich with contrasts and dynamics, with strong melancholy and a feisty devilish energy.

Featured on a number of album releases, as well as a series of tours and festival performances in Europe, Kristin has until now focused mainly on work with her ensembles Dadafon and Krøyt where her own compositions play a core role. 

In addition to writing her own lyrics, she has used Victorian and contemporary poems for her music for several years. 
Kristin has won several national Music Awards.
These days Kristin Asbjørnsen is releasing her first solo album based on African-American spirituals (Universal/Emarcy).
Soundtrack Reviews:

«Bent Hamer has commissioned a terrific musical score from Kristin Asbjornsen, who has set a few of Bukowski’s poems to haunting, jazzy music.» (Washington Post)

”She will go far if she keeps performing like this and I look forward to her solo album. I would recommend this to everyone. Though it is hard for foreigners to become music sensations in America, I think Asbjornsen will be the next big thing. No one should be without this wonderful CD” (TheCelebrityCafe, USA)

« [...] the good news for music fans is the important larger discovery of the incredibly diverse and captivating Scandinavian jazz composer and vocalist Kristin Asbjornsen. Even without images, the soundtrack functions quite well by itself as a haunting, complex atmospheric work with varied moods and instrumentation.»  ( Billboard, USA)

“I have no reservations to recommend this original jazz-pop hybrid score that showcases not only Asbjørnsen's breath-taking vocals, but her undeniable talent as musician.” (Scoretrack.net)

«Kristin Asbjørnsen’s music is beautiful, with sentimental waltz tunes and hoarse songs that perfectly convey the essence of the film: ‘It’s just a slow day moving into a slow night ...’.» (Dagbladet)

«Kristin Asbjørnsen’s magical, sad and poignant music imbues the film’s poetic moments with significance.» (Gudbrandsdølen Dagningen)

«Kristin Asbjørnsen’s excellent score is perfectly in the spirit of Bukowski.» (Vårt Land)
«The production team is mostly American, but two key contributions apart from the direction are Norwegian: John Christian Rosenlund’s cinematography, which fits the film’s laid-back pace, and Kristin Asbjørnsen’s beautiful, hoarse and sparse music and vocals, that set the tone and contribute to the film’s lingering hold on the audience.» (Dagsavisen)


«.. still more touching is the fate of the vulnerable Jan, played by Lili Taylor, the victim of a society where she is unable to fit in. The portrayal is a perfect match for the music, Dadafon singer Kristin Asbjørnsen’s poignant contribution to the film’s bitter undertones.» (Adresseavisen)
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